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Institute of Medicine Report

Fulfilling this vision [of improving population health] begins with the 
recognition that outcomes such as improved life expectancy, quality of life, 
and health for all are shaped by interdependent social, economic, 
environmental, genetic, behavioral, and health care factors and that 
achieving these outcomes will require robust national and community-
based policies and dependable resources.

Source: IOM (Institute of Medicine). 2015. Financing population health improvement: Workshop summary. Washington, 
DC: The National Academies Press. 





Estimated Deaths Attributable to Social 
Factors in the U.S.

Low education: 245,000
Racial segregation: 176,000 
Low social support: 162,000
Individual level poverty:              133,000
Income inequality: 119,000 
Area level poverty:                      39,000 

In comparison: 
Acute MI: 192,898
Cerebrovascular disease:     167,661
Lung cancer: 155,521

Estimated Deaths Attributable to Social Factors in the US. Galea S et.al. AJPH: 
June 16, 2011;eprint. 



• Higher income  greater 
longevity throughout the income 
distribution.

• The gap between the richest 1% 
and poorest 1% was 14.6 years 
for men and 10.1 for women. 

• Life expectancy for low-income 
individuals associated with more 
immigrants, college graduates, 
and government expenditures.



“…a dollar increase in the 
minimum wage above the 

federal level was associated 
with a 1% to 2% decrease in 
low birth weight births and a 
4% decrease in postneonatal

mortality.”

“If all states in 2014 had 
increased their minimum 
wages by 1 dollar there 

would have been 2790 fewer 
low weight births and 518 
fewer postneonatal deaths 

for the year.”



What Nonclinical Factors Should We Be Financing?

• Livable wages
• Affordable housing
• K-12 public education
• Higher education
• Community-based, culturally 

grounded prevention strategies
• Community/neighborhood 

infrastructure; built environment



Current Financing Mechanisms





Institute of Medicine Report

A fundamental but often overlooked driver of the imbalance 
between spending and outcomes is the nation’s inadequate 
investment in nonclinical strategies that promote health and 
prevent disease and injury population-wide, strategies that fall 
under the rubric of “population health.”

Source: IOM (Institute of Medicine). 2015. Financing population health improvement: Workshop summary. Washington, 
DC: The National Academies Press. 
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