


The Nation Faces An 
Opioid Epidemic 

 91 Americans die every day from opioid overdose.1 

 Since 1999, the number of overdose deaths 
involving opioids has quadrupled.2 

 Only two percent of providers are trained to provide 
medication assisted therapy, often treating a small 
number of patients.3 

 A national study shows that providers are only 
treating 26 patients on average.4 

Sources: 
1 https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/epidemic/.  
2 CDC. Wide-ranging online data for epidemiologic research (WONDER). Atlanta, GA: CDC, National Center for Health Statistics; 2016. 
3 Rosenblatt, et al, “Geographic and Specialty Distribution of US Physicians Trained to Treat Opioid Use Disorder.” 
4 Cynthia L. Arfken, Chris-Ellyn Johanson, Salvatore di Menza, and Charles Roberts Schuster, “Expanding treatment capacity for opioid 
dependence with office-based treatment with buprenorphine: National surveys of physicians,” Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment, no.39(2) 
(2010): 96-104. 



Current Models Aren’t 
Working 



Crisis Demands A Scalable,  
Responsible Solution 

Oregon’s opioid epidemic is growing 
and becoming more expensive. 

 Oregon needs to adopt a 
new model: 
 Innovative, affordable 

treatment options 
 Improved access to care 
 Fiscally and socially 

responsible actions and policy 



Outpatient Medication-Assisted Therapy Offers  
A Scalable, Cost-Effective Solution 

A dual approach helps patients break dependency and 
prevent relapses. 
 Medication-assisted treatment using suboxone therapy 
 Intensive drug and alcohol counseling 



 Has a higher success rate. 
 Is covered by most insurance 

companies and Medicaid plans. 

Sources: 
1 https://www.addictioncenter.com/rehab-questions/cost-of-drug-and-alcohol-treatment/.  
2 http://www.addictionrecoveryguide.org/treatment/residential/centers. 

Cost Comparison of Different 
Treatment Options 

 Dual approach medication-assisted 
therapy and counseling provides 
effective opioid treatment at a fraction 
of the cost of other options.  



Workforce is a Primary Barrier 
 Oregon’s current providers 

can’t keep up with the demand. 
 There are a limited number of 

physicians able to provide 
suboxone (buprenorphine) 
treatment in Oregon. 
 

Sources: 
1 https://www.samhsa.gov/medication-assisted-treatment/physician-program-data/certified-physicians?field_bup_us_state_code_value=OR 
2 http://www.bendbulletin.com/health/4743017-151/opioid-epidemic-outpacing-treatment 

Certified Physicians  

with 30 Patients: 181 
*At most, these physicians can treat 6,730 Oregonians1 

Certified Physicians  

With 100 Patients: 13 
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